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INFO AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 

SECRET SEOUL 7604 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: EMES PARM MNUC CA KS 

SUBJECT: CANADIAN NUCLEAR REACTOR PROGRAM IN KOREA 
REF: SEOUL 7328 

1. DURING 13 NOVEMBER CONVERSATION WITH EMBASSY OFFICER, 
CANADIAN FIRST SECRETARY GORDON LONGMUIR STATED THAT 
CANADIAN CABINET STILL FOCUSING ON QUESTION OF SALE OF 
NUCLEAR REACTORS TO KOREA, WITH OUTCOME OF DELIBERATIONS 
VERY MUCH IN DOUBT. NEGOTIATIONS FOR PURCHASE OF CANDU 
POWER RREACTOR ARE IN FINAL STAGES AND KOREANS HAVE ALSO 
EXPRESSED INTEREST IN PURCHASING CANADIAN RESEARCH 
REACTOR. 

2. LONGMUIR SAID HE FELT IT UNLIKELY NOW THAT CANADA 
WILL SELL RESEARCH REACTORS TO KOREA OR ANY OTHER 
COUNTRY DUE RISK PLUTONIUM DIVERSION. HE CITED IRAN, 
RUMANIA, ARGENTIINA AND DENMARK AS OTHER COUNTRIES 
INTERESTED IN PROCURING CANADIAN POWER AND/OR RESEARCH 
REACTORS. 

3. LONGMUIR STATED THAT ON 21 AUGUST THE KOREAN FOREIGN 
MINISTRY HAD AGREED TO SIGN A SAFEGUARD PROTOCOL WHICH 
WOULD COVER NOT ONLY THE CANDU POWER REACTOR ITSELF 
BUT WASTE PRODUCTS EMANATING THEREFROM. PREVENTING 
DEVERSION TO NUCLEAR WEAPONS USE. LONGMUIR STATED THAT 
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THE CABINET WAS CONSIDERING THE FOLLOWING OPTIONS: 
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A. TO PULL OUT FROM THE SALE. 

B. TO GO AHEAD AS CURRENTLY NEGOTIATED. 

C. TO INSIST ON INCREASED IAEA INSPECTIONS. 

D. TO INSIST ON REPATRIATION TO CANADA OF ALL 
NUCLEAR WASTE PRODUCTS FOR DISPOSAL. 

E. TO PRESS THE ROK FOR RATIFICATION OF THE NPT. 

4. LONGMUIR STATED THAT OTTAWA WAS PRETTY WELL CONVINCED 
OF ROK INTEREST IN EXPLORING FEASIBILITY OF DEVELOPING 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS CAPABILITY AND THAT IN LIGHT OF THIS THE 
QUESTION OF REACTOR SALES TO KOREA IS NOW VERY MUCH IN 
DOUBT. 

SNEIDER 
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